
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. PURPOSE: 
 
1.1 To advise the Place Scrutiny Committee that a petition has been received as follows: 

 

 Urge the Council to provide Bridges Centre with a Sustainable Long-term Lease 
Without Rebate Reviews 
 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
2.1 That the Place Scrutiny Committee receives the petition and agrees a suitable course 

of action, as per the options that are available to the Committee: 
 

a) Full Council for a debate on the matter   

b) The relevant Cabinet Member with a request to respond in writing to the 

Scrutiny Committee and the Lead Petitioner within 6 weeks.  

c) A relevant working group, committee, or joint committee with an 

appropriate term of reference to address the matter or incorporate the 

views into their work  

d) A relevant senior officer for inclusion in an ongoing piece of work, 

consultation or project.   

 

3. KEY ISSUES: 
 
3.1 Petitions can be submitted as e-petitions or as written documents. They are received 

by Democratic Services who ascertain their validity in accordance with the constitution. 

If the petition is deemed valid, it is ‘made live’ and if it is deemed invalid, the petitioner 

is notified, with reasons given for its rejection.   

 

3.2 Valid petitions with over 25 signatories are tabled to the relevant Scrutiny Committee 

at its next available meeting. The Councillor who is the petition sponsor (usually the 

Local Ward Member) will be asked to outline the request within 3 minutes. Their role 

is to present it to the Scrutiny Committee for them to determine a course of action. 

 

3.3 The Scrutiny Committee may decide to enhance the petition in their referral, by adding 

recommendations. They may also decide to scrutinise the topic in the future, by 

including it in their forward work programme. The Scrutiny Committee may also decide 

to take no further action. 

 

3.4 Neither the Cabinet nor Chief Officers are expected to respond to the petition at the 
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Scrutiny Meeting at which the petition is presented ~ this would pre-empt the outcome 

of the Scrutiny Committee’s consideration. The outcome of the committee’s 

consideration will be formally conveyed to the Executive and Senior Officers and the 

Lead Petitioner following the meeting.   

 

3.5 If option (b), ‘Referral to the Cabinet Member’ is agreed by the Scrutiny Committee, 

the Cabinet Member is required to prepare a response for the Scrutiny Committee 

within 6 weeks. The Cabinet Member will be responsible for responding in writing to 

the Lead Petitioner on the actions, if any, they will be taking in response to the 

petition.  The Cabinet Member will be assisted in doing the above by the relevant 

service area officers.   

 

3.6 Petition - Urge Council to provide Bridges Centre with a Sustainable Long-term Lease 

Without Rebate Reviews.   

 

The petition received 3121 signatories. The petitions are asking the Council to:  

 

 
 

3.7 The Committee is requested to consider an appropriate course of action for the petition, 
in line with the options available to them, as outlined in the Recommendations section 
of the report (paragraph 2.1). 

 
4. EQUALITY AND FUTURE GENERATIONS EVALUATION (INCLUDES SOCIAL 

JUSTICE, SAFEGUARDING AND CORPORATE PARENTING): 
 
4.1 There are no direct considerations for this report. 

 
5. EVALUATION CRITERIA 



 
5.1 Not applicable.   
 
6. REASONS: 
 
6.1 To fulfil the constitutional requirements of the Scrutiny Committee’s consideration of a 

route for petitions (if deemed valid). 
 

7. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: 
 
7.1 There are no direct resource implications arising from this report.   
 
8. CONSULTEES: 
 

None. 
 

9. BACKGROUND PAPERS: 
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Without Rebate Reviews 
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